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Cover picture: Welcoming Walter the Red 
Kangaroo. This young male will soon be 
joined by some females where he will 
become the dominant male of the troupe.

Cambridgeshire’s Wildlife Breeding Centre



IN JANUARY 1972 we moved from Bishop’s Stortford, 
Herts, (where we had a thriving pet shop and zoo 
suppliers business) to Linton, where we could establish 
a centre for breeding wildlife. Our large private 
collection of exotic species and the stock left unsold 
at our shops when we moved, formed the nucleus of 
our present day collection. 
The ignorance and greed of our own human race 
has driven many species of wildlife to extinction, 
mainly through over-hunting and the destruction 
and alteration of natural habitats. We have always 
believed that the destruction of natural habitats will 
continue and the rate of extinction will increase until 
Man realises his error. Man is destroying the tropical 
forests at an alarming rate - an area three times 
the size of Switzerland is lost every year. During the 
‘great dying’ of the dinosaurs the extinction rate was 
a possible one species per thousand years; today it is 
estimated at being one species per day, a shameful 
increase brought about by our own human race. 
Unfortunately very few people realise or care what 
extinction really means - but we do! 

It is obvious that our wonderful wildlife needs all 
the help it can get if it is to survive into the future. 
Captive breeding programmes for as many species 
as possible, including those not directly under threat 
at the present time, will ensure a safeguard against 
extinction. It has always been our aim to create a 
place where these threatened creatures could be 
brought to live safely and peacefully and where they 
could be happy and contented to breed. The site at 
Linton seemed to be the ideal place. 
When we first moved here we were faced with a basic 
open field, ten and a half acres in size without the 
trees, shrubs, gardens and enclosures which you see 
today. We estimated that at least ten years’ hard work 
was needed to transform the site into a successful 

breeding centre, so we began our endless project 
of landscaping, planting and building. 

We now have a large collection of wildlife ranging from 
Mexican Red-Kneed Tarantulas and Snakes through to 
Giant Tortoises, Hornbills, Toucans, Parrots, Owls and 
Pheasants, beautiful Snow Leopards, magnificent Amur 
Tigers, African Lions, Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra and 
Brazilian Tapir. Each year new species are brought in, 
many of them being part of an international captive 
breeding programme, so the collection is constantly 
on the increase. 
From the very early stages we have achieved a good 
breeding record with some ‘firsts’ to our credit. The 
gardens now cover 18 acres and are maturing into 
a wonderful sight which many people now come 
especially to see. Over 10,000 bedding plants are 
put in every year and we have some interesting trees 
and shrubs which catch the eyes of even the non-
botanically minded visitors!
The gardens are important to the animals who live 
here, helping to create a more natural environment; 
they also provide a home for many different native 
species who have discovered our zoo to be a safe 
place to live and breed. 
During the summer, thousands of butterflies also visit 
the gardens breeding on the wild plants which we 
leave especially for them. We expect that most of this 
probably goes unnoticed by the average visitor, but it 
is an added bonus for us, as it is wonderful and very 
rewarding to see so many different creatures moving 
in to live and breed in the safety of the zoo.

Linton Zoological Gardens
Cambridgeshire’s Wildlife Breeding Centre

Linton Zoo has evolved out of our family’s love, interest and
concern for the wildlife of the world.

While at the zoo please remember it is 
our garden which we have devoted to the 
preservation of wildlife. It is the home of 
many creatures, some of which probably 

have young. Please respect it as such. 
We wish you a pleasant and enjoyable visit.

The Simmons family

OUR FEMALE RADIATED TORTOISE GETS UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL WITH ONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS DURING A 
PHOTOGRAPHY DAY. Found only in the extreme South West 
of Madagascar, once abundant numbers of this critically 
endangered species are still declining in the wild, over 80% 
of its habitat has been lost in the last three generations. 
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SUMMER GARDENS. Beautiful geraniums provide a pretty 
display. These lovely summer flowers are replaced with 
colourful and highly scented hyacinths in the spring.



NEW KID ON THE BLOCK!
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BIRTHS, HATCHINGS, MOVES AND NEWS

MONGOOSE LEMURS

STOW-AWAY!
Through our European zoo network we 
had been searching to find our two African 
Porcupine bachelor boys a girlfriend and luckily 
for us Drayton Manor in Staffordshire had a 
surplus female, whilst Dudley Zoo needed a 
male. After a quick switch around everyone 
has got the animals they need and new 

Porcupine pairs have been set up. Females 
can produce one litter every summer 

and can live up to 21 years old in 
captivity so this gives our Porkys 

plenty of time to fall in love 
and hopefully thrill us with 

youngsters. 

PERFECT PORKY PAIRS

We hold the European Studbook for the Mongoose Lemur, this means that we 
are responsible for ensuring that this species is appropriately cared for whilst in 
captivity in Europe. To help keep the genetic diversity at its best it is sometimes 
necessary to separate animals already together and as both our pair and the pair 
at Dudley Zoological Gardens appear to have “come out of the honeymoon period”, 
we have decided that an exchange may shake things up. Both females remain in 
place, but the boys make the move, by switching the males it is hoped that we may 

be able to tempt the animals back into breeding behaviour.The male shown here has an orange 
collar, the female has a white collar.

This little stow-
away has caused a 
bit of excitement! 
This beautiful 
frog, measuring 
3cm long, came 
to us from a 
Cambridge market 
fruit and veg stall. 

It was found in a box of bananas which had just 
travelled across from the Ivory Coast in Africa. 

Stow-aways are not a rare occurrence, although 
it’s not common to find the animal still alive. 
Being a stowaway is no easy task - they will 
often be chilled, gassed, frozen and have to go 
days sometimes even weeks without food. With 
hundreds of species of frog found in the Ivory 
Coast area it can be very difficult to identify the 
exact species, most of these frogs like subtropical 
or tropical moist lowland forests, moist savanna, 
swamps, and marshes.

We are extremely proud of our wallaby ‘mob’ and their 
breeding success, sadly we  lost our breeding male who 
was a whopping 12 years old when he passed, a very 
grand old age indeed when lifespans are considered 
to be between 7 and 9 years in the wild. We have now 
been joined by ‘Pogo’ a young male from a unrelated 
group. ‘Pogo’ has settled in well and we’re 
sure there’ll soon be lots of joeys  
bounding  around the enclosure 
once more.  

ZIGGY GETS HIS GIRL
We have recently 
received a beautiful 
female Ruppells 
Griffon Vulture ‘Kudzie’ 
from Banham Zoo 
to pair with our very 
handsome male Ziggy.  
Ruppell’s Vultures are 
thought to be the worlds 
highest flying bird and 
they hold the current record 

for avian height reaching at 
the astonishing altitude 
of 37,000 ft.

Right: An embryonic 
Parma wallaby baby 
having just crawled up 
the mothers belly to the 
comfort of her pouch where it 
will stay and continue to develop until it is 
old enough to completely leave the pouch.
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Top left: Baby Tiana 
pictured just a few hours old.
Above: Tiana shown 1 week 

old  © Chris Humphries

NOT AN ESCAPEE!!!
Since 1990 this female North 
American Great Horned Owl has 
been visiting us here at the zoo. We 

assume she was once part of a  private collection but now, for whatever 
reason, lives completely free in the wild. There is plenty of food for her 
to hunt around the countryside, including small mammals and birds. 
It’s not unusual for her to disappear for a few months before returning 
to visit her friends here at the zoo prompting a rush of reports that 
one of our owls has escaped! Her favourite place is on top of either 

the Turkmenian or Bengal Eagle owl enclosures. 

Above: The proud mum 
Spectacled Owl, Right: 
Newly fledged Spectacled 
Owl chick. Below: the 
Snowy Owl chicks begin 
grey then become heavily 
barred before they develop 
their adult colouring.

We’re delighted that this year our 
Spectacled Owls have bred again 
producing this gorgeous little owlet who 
emerged from the nest box for the first 
time on 29th August.
Our Snowy Owls have 
once again done us 
proud by  successfully 
rearing 3 chicks, one 
of which has moved 

to the Yorkshire 
Dales Falconry Centre 

where she will take part 
in the flying displays. 

A new addition to our owl collection 
is a beautiful young female Bengal Eagle 
Owl who has come to us from the World Owl 
Trust in the Lake District. The young female 
has been paired with ‘Angus’, who has quickly 
adapted from his bachelor lifestyle.

The wild Great Horned Owl has 
befriended our owls.

Introducing ‘Tiana’’, our Brazilian tapir calf 
born here on 2nd June 2010. Tiana is the 
11th calf to be born to parents ‘Tanya’ and 
‘Shannon’, something we believe may be a 

record in captive Tapirs. Quite a feat when 
the female is pregnant for 13 months! 

‘Shannon’, born at Edinburgh Zoo in 1989 and 
‘Tanya’ born at Southport Zoo in 1990, were brought here 

as calves and have lived together happily ever since. 
The spotty and stripy pattern on a Tapir calf is moulted 

out at around 6 months old when they become the 
brown colour of adults.

ARE OUR TAPIRS 
RECORD BREAKERS?

Angus, 
Bengal Eagle Owl

NEW OWL 
ADDITIONS
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY

On 28th August we held a moth survey evening 
for the staff and their families here at the zoo, 
entomologist and all round invertebrate 
guru Roger Northfield came to lend us his 
expertise. We had left it a bit late in the 
season but none the less we rewarded 
with some fabulous species. 

As part of a continuous research project 
studying the native species resident in 
our zoo, moth evenings will be a regular 
event, this will also be combined with 
bat surveys. Watch this space as we 

may organise a couple of open 
evenings  for visitors. Night 
time zoo safaris can be very 
exciting, when all the day time 
sleepy heads, such as the shy 
and elusive Clouded leopards, 
come to life! Please let us know 
if this is something you would be 
interested in for 2011.

AN EVENING OF MOTHING

With over 400 species of moth in the 
UK and some looking near identical, 
sometimes the only way to find out what 
you’ve got is to look it up in a book!

Above: The Light Emerald, 
Campaea margaritata is 

quite common and grows 
to have a 4cm wingspan.

To help celebrate the International Year of 
Biodiversity we held a number of special days  
with interesting talks and activities to encourage 
our visitors to take much more interest in caring 
for our wonderful world of plants and wildlife. 
Zoo keepers give talks on all manner of subjects 
which have been creative, 

interactive, informative and from the heart! 
Visitors have left our zoo having absorbed 
our passion to care for the environment 
and inspired to do something positive 
themselves once they get home.

We were pleased to be able to participate 
in “IYB” (and to help celebrate) the zoo 
keepers got their heads together to design 
some extra talks and activities aimed at 
encouraging visitors to take an even closer 
look at nature.

Keepers even managed to 
snap a few pictures of our 
elusive Clouded Leopards.

2010 has been declared the International Year of 
Biodiversity (IYB) by the United Nations. Biodiversity is 
the variety of life on Earth. It is essential for sustaining 
the natural living systems or ecosystems that provide us 
with food, fuel, health, wealth, and other vital services.

Visitors learn about the threats to wildlife in their 
native countries and get a closer look at some 
customs seizure animals skins. 

Mikey helps zoo visitors learn how to 
make their garden a haven for insects. 

Max meets a fully grown male Goliathus 
preissi beetle during our National Insect 
Week celebrations from 21st to 27th June.
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RECYCLING
Most of the picnic benches and tables 

you see around the zoo are 
made from recycled plastic, 

just one bench is made 
from over 2000 recycled 
plastic bottles! Recycled 
plastic is better than 
timber or metal, especially 

when considering the cost of 
maintenance, both financially 

and environmentally. Recycling 
plastic transforms rubbish into a high quality 
product, reduces the need for landfill sites, it also 
helps us teach the importance of recycling. 

Give your Christmas Tree and second chance!

Volunteering in other departments - we are always 
looking for experienced volunteers to help with our maintenance 
and gardening work. It takes a lot of work to keep our enclosures 
properly maintained and the gardens with many specialist exotic 
plants need equal care and attention. If you feel you have the skills 
needed and would like to volunteer we’d love to hear from you. 

Tel: 01223 891308 Email: lintonzoo@hotmail.co.uk

This tree was in someone’s living 
room last Christmas, now it has 
pride of place in the Snowy Owl 

enclosure.

Christmas trees don’t always get the longest of lives, often they 
are cut down just as they are really beginning to develop and after 
a few short weeks in your living room they are often discarded on 
the rubbish heap. Why not give your tree a second chance at life 
this year and bring it along to us. Wherever possible the trees can 
be replanted in some of the enclosures adding extra enrichment for 
our animals, whilst those beyond saving can be put into our ‘energy 
from waste’ fuel burner to provide heating. 

Panthera leo

DISTRIBUTION
    FACTS & FIGURES
 Where   
 found

Central and 
Southern Africa

  Habitat grassy plains, 
savannahs, open 
woodlands and 
scrub country

       Diet

Large mammals: 
gazelles, warthogs, 
wildebeest, 
buffalos and 
zebras, occasionally 
smaller mammals.

   Average   
   length

5-8 feet

Average 
weight

Males 180kg,   
Females 130kg

Number of 
young

1-6

Gestation 3 ½ months
Maximum 
lifespan

Wild – 15 year 
Captivity 25 years

AFRICAN LION

A lion can run for short 
distances at 50 miles per 

hour and leap as far as 36 feet, despite 
this, the majority of hunts will be 

unsuccessful, lions therefore do not 
hesitate to drive other predators 

away from their catch.

Karla pictured with 3 of 
her cubs born here on 
7th May 2006.

THE RISK OF EXTINCTION FOR THIS SPECIES HAS CURRENTLY 
BEEN ASSESSED AS VULNERABLE  IUCN RED LIST

NEAR 
THREATENED

LEAST 
CONCERN ENDANGERED CRITICALLY 

ENDANGERED
EXTINCT IN 
THE WILD EXTINCTVULNERABLE

International Union for Conservation of Nature RED LIST for the African lion

The lion is the tallest (at the shoulder) of the 
felines but even a fully grown male, which 
can weigh over 250kg, doesn’t weigh as 

much as an adult male tiger.

The canine teeth of 
an adult lion can 
grow up to 8 cm 

long!

Lions are the only 
members of the cat 
family to display 
obvious sexual 
dimorphism - 
that is, males and 
females look distinctly 
different.

ANIMAL INFORMATION SIGNS

IUCN Red List Ranking.
This new section allows you 
to see at a glance where on 
the endangered scale the 
animal is currently ranked.

Facts & Figures
This box has provides the 
same information for each 
animal which enables you 
to easily compare similar 
species. 

Distribution
See at a glance where in the 
world the species roams in 
the wild. 

We have a very strict recycling policy 
here at the zoo, if it can be recycled 
- then it is. All of the rubbish is 
sorted and put into the relevant 
recycling boxes by staff at the 
end of each day. We also take 
our responsibility as educators 
very seriously, as well as 
meeting snakes, geckos and 
flying owls school groups this year 
have been learning all about the effect 
their actions as individuals can have on 
their planet and the need for them to look 
after their planet for future generations. 

Sexual dimorphism
In some species both sexes 
look the same,  others are 
very different. Here you 
will learn how to tell the 
difference between the 
males and the females. 

Picnic benches made from 
recycled plastic bottles. 

These new style signs are designed and produced inhouse by members of our animal keeping team 
and education committee. We know many zoo visitors are unlikely to read every bit of information 
on every sign around the zoo, the new information signs allow as much information as possible 
to be included without being overcrowded and the new format makes it easier for information to 
be picked out and retained. 
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GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

S N O W Y E S L O K
P T O W L O B O W L
E J C H A C O A L B
C G R E A T B U R E
T U R K M E N I A N
A H J E S A B O O G
C O W O Y G R T W A
L T W W G L O N L L
E A G L E E W O O D
D L O W L S N O R F

Turkmenian Eagle Owl Bengal Eagle Owl
Snowy Owl Chaco Owl
Great Grey Owl Barn Owl
Brown Wood Owl Spectacled Owl

We’re very proud of our owls here at the Zoo, but 
can you find all of the words listed in the grid below? 
(The word owl appears 8 times).

Wordsearch - OWLS?

Silhouettes Can you tell what animals have been 
blacked out here? All of them are mammals we keep here 
at the zoo, they’re not all as easy as you may think!!! 
Write your answers in the spaces below.

What do I eat?
All of the animals here at the zoo have their very own 
special diet, draw lines to match the animals to their 
food? Beware, some animals eat more than one thing 
and some foods may not be eaten by any animal!

ANIMAL FOOD

Tapir Carrot

Lion Mouse

Giant
Rabbit Banana

Scarlet
Macaw Chips

Royal
Python Peanuts

Giant
Tortoise Deer

Spot the difference

ANSWERS. Silhouettes: (From Left to right) Tapir, Lion, Tamarin (Cotton-top), Kangaroo, Lemur, Binturong.

These two pictures may look similar, but can 
you spot the 8 differences?

LINTON ZOO
Cambridgeshire’ Wildlife Breeding Centre

These silhouettes have formed 
the basis of our new logo. 
Over the next few months we 
will integrate this logo into 
our every day running from 
custom made items in the 
gift shop to adorning the side 
of the zoo van!



K E E P E R  T A L K S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S
A selection of some of these exciting keeper talks and activities 

are planned for the weekends and school holidays. 
The daily programme is displayed near the entrance.

Lemur feed and keeper talk
Find out all about the Lemurs and other creatures from 

Madagascar as the Lemurs have their breakfast.
At the Rare Lemur Breeding Centre*

Tapir feed and keeper talk
A chance to find out more about these large 
rainforest creatures when our Brazilian tapir 

family have their lunch.
At the Tapir paddock*

Free flying birds and Owl encounter
A chance to get very close to some of our owls and other 

birds. In better weather you may see Odin and Ayesha, 
our pair of Great grey free flying which is 
a thrilling experience as the owls swoop 
low over your head and meet ‘Dodger’, 
the comical Cara cara. 

Wonderful photographic opportunities!
Not during the winter but check the information board at the entrance. 

Birds flown will vary depending on the time of year and weather.
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Southern ground hornbill keeper talk
Meet Oboe, the first successfully hand reared 

Southern ground hornbill in Europe. Learn 
all about this wonderful species from 
Africa and what we are doing to support 
projects in the wild. 

At Oboe’s enclosure *

Creature Feature animal encounter
Meet the keepers with some of the little zoo animals 
which may include Geckos, Bearded dragons, Owls, Giant 

snails, Guinea pigs, Snakes and Stick insects. 

Big Cat conservation talk
Find out all about our Big Cats here at the 
zoo and what we are doing to help save 
these magnificent creatures in the wild.

at the top of the Tiger enclosure*

‘Make It’ days
New for this year we will be 
running a series of make it days. 
Join Mikey to make a selection of 
wildlife habitats out of unwanted 

household items. 

Pictures show what you could make 
out of a few simple household items.

* We reserve the right to cancel or alter any of the advertised programme. If you are visiting to specifically 
attend any of our scheduled talks please check before you visit to confirm the activity you wish to attend 

will still be taking place. Many of the talks are weather permitting and times may vary.
Telephone: 01223 891308    www.lintonzoo.com



Toucan and Turacos have upgraded accomodation. 
There are several projects underway which 
include renewed areas for leopards, binturongs 
and amazon parrots.

A L W A Y S  S O M E T H I N G  T O  B E  D O N E . . .
Keeping the grounds and gardens safe and tidy takes lots 
of time and energy. Every Autumn thousands of Hyacinth 

bulbs are planted to give spring colour and then they 
are replaced with Summer bedding plants. Please 
help us by not standing in the flower beds which can 
in a flash destroy some of the beautiful displays and 
creates the keepers and gardeners extra work.

Autumn time sees 
pathway repairs, shrub 

and tree maintanance 
and with such a lush 

environment comes tons of 
leaves to rake up and compost! 

It is always sad to see some of the old 
unsafe trees removed but these are put to 
good use, you will find them in the animal 
enclosures for perching, platforms or big 
cat scratching posts!

Enclosures aviaries and visitors facilities 
have to be continually maintained and 
upgraded. You will always see our 
building team in action, this includes 
miles of painting. The reptile house 
has been re-roofed and some nice new  
reptile homes are under construction. 
Between the end of Summer holidays 
and half term the coffee shop has been 
given a face-lift with a new roof and patio.

Little sapplings that pop up all over the place are dug up and 
potted for replanting around the zoo or in animal enclosures,  
they are also donated to visiting schools for their nature gardens 
like the children of St Felix School of Haverhill shown here. 

TREES FOR SCHOOLS
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F U N D  R A I S I N G

To encourage fund raising for field projects the keepers have turned this into a bit of 
a competition, each collecting pot is kept separate and a running total is being kept 
throughout the year. The winning keeper at the end of the year will receive the much 
coveted ‘Keeper Shield’ So during keeper talks you will often see the keepers with a 

collection box, this is your opportunity to 
contribute directly to the conservation 
of species and help your favourite 
keeper win!

At Linton Zoo we rely entirely on admission fees at the gate to support 
the work here. We do not receive help from the government, local 
authority or any other source as many people imagine. Visitors to the 
zoo may not realise how much money is needed to build and maintain 
the enclosures the animals live in or how much money is needed for 
feed bills each year.
Last year we were delighted by your generous donations which 
allowed us to donate thousands of pounds to conservation projects in 
the wild. Animals supported this year include; Tigers - £1500,
Tapirs - £405 and Lemurs - £2500.

Kim Simmons meets Patrícia Medici of 
the Tapir Specialist Group to donate 

funds raised at our Tapir talk.

EAZA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
keeping in touch with the zoo community

Social networking!!! Front left clockwise: Anthony Tropeano (Colchester), 
Kim Simmons (Linton), Peter Dillingham (Blackpool), Sarah Forsyth 

(Colchester), Mike Woolham (Banham), Clive Barwick (Colchester), 
Gary Batters (Africa Alive), Derek Grove (Dudley).

Prosimian Taxonomy Advisory Group : Front from left to right: 
Pavel Brandl (Prague), Kim Simmons & Dawny Greenwood (Linton), 
Delphine Roullet (Paris), Ewa Trzesowska (Poznan). Rear from left 
to right: Caterina Spiezio (Bussoleno, Italy), Derek Grove (Dudley), 
Jamie Craig (Cotswolds), Achim Johann (Rheine, Germany), Tomas 
Pes (Plzen), Darren Webster (Blackpool).

The EAZA (European Association of Zoos and Aquaria) 
Annual Conference is the biggest annual gathering of the 
European zoo and aquarium community, this year hosted 
by Parco Natura Viva, Bussolengo in Italy, bringing together 
more than 600 delegates for four days of meetings, 
presentations, discussions and networking opportunities. 
As holders of the Mongoose Lemur European studbook 
here at Linton Zoo, it is an important time for us to meet 
with keepers of this species to discuss how the programme 

is going, meeting  
with other lemur 
(prosimian) studbook holders is also a great way to pool 
our knowledge to help this increasingly endangered 
group of animals in the wild as their home Madagascar 
continues to be devastated by human actions.
Zoo’s across the UK and Europe work very closely together 
and deep friendships are often formed and despite some 
colleagues being no more than just a few miles down the 
road, these conferences are usually the only time we get 
to see each other outside of our hectic working lives. 

Whenever possible we work closely 
with local businesses. On the evening 
of 16th June, members of the Saffron 
Walden Round Table came along for a 
special “behind the scenes tour” to give 
them all a better understanding of how 
the zoo works and what we do. After a 

lovely visit Chairman Ian Mercer thanked all 
the staff for their time and told us they would be making a generous donation to 
help us continue the work we do here - thanks guys!

Members of the Saffron Walden Round Table 
meet the Red Ruffed lemurs.

Right: Ben Abbott, last 
years winner of 
the fund raising 

keeper shield. 
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KIDS BIRTHDAY PARTIES
Spend your special day with us here at the zoo!

Included in the main package:
Up to ten children aged from 2 to 13 • 
Two or three supervising adults• 
Picnic lunch box with squash • 

  (tea/coffee for adults)
Goody bags • 
All day admission to the zoo• 

  (during normal opening hours)
Free use of the bouncy castle• 

  (height restrictions, weather & 
  availability permitting)

Birthday cakes & other upgrades available.

Package A
THE REPTILES

or
Package B

THE LEMURS

A Meet the Keeper session is also included where you 
can get up-close and personal with either:

For more
information please

contact the zoo office on 
Tel: 01223 891308 or visit
www.lintonzoo.com 

Available for both adults and 
children, this is a unique way 
of getting much closer to 
some of your favourite 
zoo animals. Our keeper 
experiences are proving 
very popular as gifts for 
Birthday, Christmas and 
Anniversaries. 

Package also includes:
- All day entry to the zoo
- Disposable camera
- Goody bag
- Certificate of 
participation

- Annual sponsorship 
of a Lemur

- Donation to wild animal 
conservation projects.

“An education 
adventure, fantastic!!!” 

Olivia, age 9

“Thrilling experience, very 
informative” Ben, age 10

 KEEPER EXPERIENCES  age 8 to adult

Childrens’ first introduction to professional animal care!
KEEPER’S  L ITTLE  HELPER  age 5-8

This 1 ½ hour session with one of our zoo keepers will give young 
children a chance to get hands-on experience with a variety of 
small zoo animals which may include Giant rabbits, Chickens, 
Guinea pigs, Wallabies and Giant tortoises, finishing with a behind 
the scenes tour of the Rare Lemur Breeding Centre and a chance 
to meet and hand feed the 
fantastic Lemur families.
The “Keepers Little Helper” 
session is especially good 
for children thinking about 
getting a pet, as this is a real 
“mucky hands” experience! 

Otherwise, just let your children immerse 
themselves in a truly thrilling experience!

Package also includes: All day entry to the zoo, disposable 
camera, goody bag, certificate of participation, annual sponsorship of a 
wallaby or giant tortoise and donation to wild animal conservation projects.

Emily learns about Guinea pig health 
checks with Patricia and Jake.

Lewis meets our Giant continental 
rabbits and Chickens.



12

EDUCATION AT THE ZOO

The Zoo Outreach Programme brings the zoo into the 
classroom! Our education team visits schools, clubs 
and homes with a variety of smaller animals such as 
invertebrate species, reptiles, small mammals and 
birds which give us endless scope to teach a range 
of science, history, geography, art and maths related 
subjects at your school, playgroup or birthday party. 

We have a series of specially constructed talks 
which are designed to make  learning fun, 
interactive, memorable and very hands-on.

There is no doubt that children develop a special interest 
in the creatures we share the world with when given the 
opportunity to see them close-at-hand, or even to be able 
to touch them!  The way in which children are introduced 
to our fellow creatures may reflect their attitude towards 
them later on in life.

Children from Dame Bradburys School meet 
Bernard the Bearded Dragon with keeper Kat

To enhance their visit, keepers present a short interactive and 
hands-on session ‘Fur, feathers, scales 
and dinosaurs’ designed to 
bring to life various National 
Curriculum science 
lessons. The boys and 
girls have been thrilled 
to see and touch some 
exciting creatures 
from around the world 
such as Percy the 
Royal python, Boris the 
Bearded dragon, Becky 
our beautiful Barn owl, a 

couple of more familiar Guinea 
pigs and also a fossil dinosaur egg, linking the past with the present. 
The short talk helps children recognise the difference between 

birds, mammals 
and reptiles and highlights the meaning of extinction and 
endangered species and the need to care for our precious 
world. The talks can be tailored to suit any age or subject 
requirement; our staff are happy to discuss with teachers 
any ideas different from those we offer. 

Rodings Primary School meet Cosmo the Dark 
Breasted Barn Owl

No one can deny the enormous value of practical sessions and hands-on teaching and 
that learning is generally much more fun outside of the classroom! Knowledge is more 
easily retained when taught in this way and where better to have lessons than the stimulating, yet 
tranquil, environment of the zoo. Children have the opportunity of seeing, smelling, hearing and 

even touching real live animals. 

OUTREACH - BRINGING THE ZOO TO YOU

Children of Rayne Primary and Nursery watch 
Amber the young Sulcata Giant Tortoise

Jerounds Infant School enjoy their lunch at the 
covered picnic area.
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SPONSORING AN ANIMAL 

VOLUNTEERING AT THE ZOO
Work experience with the animals - our work experience placement 
scheme here at the zoo runs throughout the year, however we are unable to take 
on anyone under the age of 16, even for voluntary work. Work experience at Linton 
Zoo is a full zoo keeper experience, hands on, hard work and sometimes mucky!

All work experience placement applicants must be able to commit to a minimum of a 
6 week, full time block (5 days a week, which will include some weekends and Bank 
Holidays), after this initial training period it may be possible to change to 1 or more 
days a week if required.

Work experience placements are much sought after so we cannot guarantee a place, 
but if you feel you are able to make this commitment then please apply. There is a 
£100 fee to book a placement, this is strictly non-refundable, even if you are unable to 
attend your booked work experience.

David is assisted 
by the Red ruffed 

lemurs while 
cleaning out their 

enclosure. 

Telephone: 01223 891308 or visit our website www.lintonzoo.com

The Species Support Scheme enables you to contribute directly to the 
conservation of species and help us with our aims. By paying a small 
percentage of the yearly feeding costs of your chosen animal, it enables us 
to use the extra finance that we have coming through the gate for future 
developments at the zoo; to enhance our breeding programmes and maintain 
our high standards.

Sponsoring your favourite animal is easy! Collect a form from the gate or visit 
the website www.lintonzoo.com. Whether you are sponsoring an animal for 
yourself, someone else or even as part of a whole group we can find the right 
animal for you with prices starting at just £25 per year. Sponsorships make 
excellent eco-gifts for Christmas, Birthdays and other special occasions.

A sponsorship runs for one year, after which it may be renewed. This includes: 
plaque on the enclosure, your own certificate of sponsorship,  membership 
of the Friends of Linton Zoo - including newsletters, bulletins and e-news 
when produced with interesting information about births, 
hatchings, new arrivals, developments and special events.

Rumble, our charismatic Red-
ruffed lemur is still our most 
sponsored animal, closely 
followed by Walter, our adorable 
young Red Kangaroo.

INTRODUCING THE NEW MEMBERS OF OUR 
EDUCATION TEAM

To understand the future needs of our planet we often 
have to take a look at the past and what better way to 

do this than to welcome some large and slightly unusual 
creatures to our zoo. 

Extinction is a word we will all be hearing much 
more frequently and to help reinforce the meaning 
we have drafted in the help of some lifesize model 
dinosaurs which can be found around the gardens. 

Did you know for example that dinosaurs evolved 
around 230 million years ago... tortoises and 
turtles had already been around for 20 million 
years. They marched straight past the dinosaurs 
only to now be threatened with extinction by the 

actions of our own human race!

Below: Velociraptor, 
Right: Brontosaurus

Visitors can get their hands on 
a real fossil Hadrosaur dinosaur 
egg at our Fur, Feathers, Scales 
and Dinosaurs talk.
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BIG CAT & LARGE MAMMAL EXPERIENCE

All of our keeper experiences are perfect as 
a Birthday or Christmas present or even just 
a very special treat for a very special person!

A 2 HOUR THRILLING AND EDUCATIONAL VISIT YOU’LL NEVER FORGET!

This is primarily a big cat experience but you may also get the 
chance to feed and meet the Brazilian tapir, the Zebra and have 

a behind the scenes 
tour of our Rare Lemur 

Breeding Centre.

Get close as a whisker to some of our big cats,
help the keepers clean out a big cat house,

 and there may be a chance to hand feed a lion or tiger.

Unlike most big cat 
experiences this 
one includes annual 
sponsorship of your 
favourite big cat with the 
chance to renew after 12 
months, and we will stay in touch 
throughout the year sending news stories 
and update.

Package also includes:
All day entry to the zoo• 
Disposable camera• 
Certificate of participation• 
Annual sponsorship of a big cat• 
Donation to wild animal conservation projects.• 

Vouchers are available for any of our keeper experiences to give as a 
gift and are valid for up to twelve months from date of purchase.

HOW DO ANIMALS COPE IN COLD WEATHER?
Coming into the Winter season we are often asked this 
question by people. Animals which cannot cope with the 
freezing conditions have lovely heated accommodation 
to retreat to and the only complaints we get are from the 
keepers who have the arduous job of struggling around 
with buckets of water and lots more dry clean bedding 
and extra food and 
also from those 
that pay the bills as 
they see the electric 
meter spinning out 
of control!

Many of our animals such as Snowy owls, Snow leopards and 
Amur tigers should be well used to cold and icy conditions 
but some of our other exotic residents find the snow exciting 
too and the lion family being no exception! The three cubs, 
born here in May 2009 were no different to human children 
and thought the snow to be just the most wonderful stuff!  
Keepers decided to provide the lions with a little extra special 

enrichment and they built them a snowman!

The lion family were wary at first but they 
soon built up their confidence and went 
to investigate their new snowy friend, 

after that he didn’t last long!

All of our lemurs have heated indoor bedrooms 
and of course their own built in blankets in the 
shape of their tails!



Unlimited Admission for one year
1 Adult £35

2 Adults £ 65
(Purchased together)

]

1 Child £25
]

1 OAP £ 30
2 OAPs £55

(Purchased together)
]

FAMILY £100
1 Adult & 3 Children or 
2 Adults & 2 Children

Application Forms are available from 
the Zoo Office

SEASON TICKETS 2011

All animals and birds can and may bite or peck. • 
      Do not put your hands near anything.

Please walk quietly around the Zoo, do not run or shout.• 
Feeding of animals is not allowed. It is unnecessary and unkind.• 
Children under 14 are not allowed to wander unattended. Parents • 
and guardians please do not let children get out of your sight at 
any time.
Dogs and pets are not allowed around the Zoo. There is a lane • 
nearby suitable for walking dogs.
Kite flying is not allowed; the bright colours and noise can be very • 
disturbing to the animals.
Ball games are restricted to the car park and playing field only.• 
Do not cross any of the safety barriers.• 
Children must be supervised when using any play equipment.• 

  THESE PARK RULES ARE FOR THE BENEFIT OF VISITORS 
AND ANIMALS ALIKE - THANK YOU

First Aid is available from the entrance gate.

PLEASE OBSERVE THE PARK RULES:
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LOCATION:
Easy to find and well sign posted! 10 miles South-east of 
Cambridge on B1052 just off A1307 (M11 junction 9 northbound 
or junction 10 southbound). Ample free parking for cars and 
coaches. Nearest Rail Station is Cambridge, take Stagecoach 13 
to Linton Police Station stop - the zoo is a 5 to 10 minute walk.

PARTIES
Reduced rates available for groups of 20 or more. Parties must 
be prebooked at least 1 week in advance. Please telephone for 
an information pack.

CONTACT
For bookings and further information: 
Linton Zoo, Cambridgeshire’s Wildlife Breeding Centre, 
Hadstock Road, Linton, Cambridgeshire, CB21 4NT.

OPENING TIMES
From To Open Close
01/11/10 01/04/11 10.30am 4pm
02/04/11 27/05/11 10.00am 5pm
28/05/11 11/09/11 10.00am 6pm
12/09/11 30/10/11 10.00am 5pm

Last admission 1 hour before closing time.

We are open every day except 24th, 25th & 
26th December. 

ADMISSION PRICES FROM 01/01/11

Adults OAP Children
(2-13 years)

£8.00 £7.50 £5.50
(Prices include VAT and may therefore be subject to 
increase should the current rate go up).

Telephone/Fax:(01223) 891308
www.lintonzoo.com

FRIENDS OF LINTON ZOO
If you would like to keep in touch with what’s going on here at Linton Zoo, join the ‘Friends’! Membership for one 
year is automatic with any donations of £10 or more (£12 or more overseas). You will receive newsletters, bulletins 
and e-news when produced keeping you informed of; births, new arrivals and other exciting zoo developments and 
also of special events.
To join, simply complete the form below, or a photocopy, and hand it in at the gate house or send it to:
The Secretary, Friends of Linton Zoo, Hadstock Road, Linton, Cambridge CB21 4NT together with your donation.  

ISSUE 20
Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ Postcode: ___________________________

Telephone Number: ____________________________________   Age if under 14 years ____________________

I enclose a donation of ________________________________ (please do not send cash in the post)
CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO ‘LINTON ZOO CONSERVATION FUND’

Please write your cheque guarantee card number on the reverse of the cheque. Thank you.

We thank you for your donation. You are assured that all money received will assist the programmes we operate to help rare 
and endangered species of wildlife and to help promote a better understanding of them.

The Linton Zoo Conservation Fund is a registered charity, number 802633
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ENTRANCE 
& EXIT

AMUR TIGER
Panthera tigris altaica

Status in the wild:
ENDANGERED

   Mirko
   Katinka
The largest of all big 
cats has less than 250 
successfully breeding 
adult Amur tigers  
left in the wilds of 
Eastern Russia. Katinka, born at Linton Zoo April 2006 

BRAZILIAN TAPIR
Tapirus terrestris

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

   Shannon 
   Tanya
Rhinos and horses are 
the closest relatives to 
these South American 
animals which have 
remained unchanged 
for 30 million years.Mum Tanya with daughter Yarah

SNOW LEOPARDS
Panthera uncia

Status in the wild:
ENDANGERED

   Centurio
   Lhamo
Their stocky bodies, 
thick fur and large 
paws help them 
survive in the cold, 
snowy climates of 
the Mountain ranges 
of Central Asia.Lhamo, pictured 2 years old

HARTMANN’S MOUNTAIN ZEBRA
Equus hartmannae

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

   Harkim
   Goya
   Heidi
The largest of the 
Mountain zebra the 
Hartmann’s live in the 
dry, stoney mountain  
and hill habitats of 
South-West Africa.Left to right: Harkim, Goya and Heidi

ALDABRA GIANT TORTOISE
Geochelone gigantea

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

   Teddy 
   Jude 
   Norma 
Living over 150 years 
and growing to 150kg  
these tortoises live in 
the Aldabra Atoll, a 
group of islands in 
the Indian Ocean.

Teddy, pictured March 2003

and 
many 
more!

SOUTHERN GROUND HORNBILL
Bucorvus leadbeateri 

LEAST CONCERN
     Oboe
Wild numbers are still 
dropping in Southern 
and central Africa.

BLUE THROATED MACAW
Ara glaucogularis 

CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED

     Diego    
     Julieta
Around 250 birds are 
left in the wild. 

MAP REFERENCES
A. Parrots, Macaws, Cockatoos
B. Hornbills
C. Reptiles
D. Binturong House & Spiders

1. Terrapins
2. Porcupines
3. Leopards

Zuri, hand-reared at Linton Zoo

RUEPPELL’S GRIFFON VULTURE
Gyps rueppellii

NEAR THREATENED
    Ziggy       Kudzie   
Flying up to a record 
37,000ft, numbers in 
Africa are dropping.

GREY NECKED CROWNED CRANE
Balearica regulorum 

VULNERABLE
     Charles
     Camilla
Upgraded to vulnerable 
due to habitat loss in 
Central/Eastern Africa.  

CONSERVATION STATUS
The conservation status of a species is an indicator of the likelihood of that species 

remaining extant (still existing) either in the present day or the near future.

EXTINCT
Extinct No individuals remaining

Extinct in the Wild Known only to survive in captivity

THREATENED

Critically Endangered Extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

Endangered Very high risk of extinction in the wild

Vulnerable High risk of extinction in the wild

AT LOWER RISK
Near Threatened Likely to become endangered in the near future

Least Concern Does not qualify for a more at risk category

Zuri, hand-reared at Linton Zoo

AFRICAN LIONS
Panthera leo

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

   Zuri
   Safina
   Riziki
   Karla
Approximately 30% of 
the wild lion population 
has been wiped out 
from it’s native Sub-
saharan African in the 
last 20 years. 


